
Accord�ng to the Greek mythology, Persephone, the goddess of spr�ng, �s bel�eved to have been taken to

the underworld by the god of the dead, Hades, who was profoundly enamoured of her. Desp�te be�ng

reluctant �n�t�ally, Persephone grows a sense of belong�ng to the underworld and when her mother, the

goddess of agr�culture, who was devastated by her daughter’s stay �n the underworld, urges her to leave

the place; she f�nds herself �n a quandary between her sense of belong�ng to the underworld and her

mother. Consequently, they establ�sh a m�ddle ground on Persephone spend�ng half of the year w�th her

mother, wh�ch we perce�ve to be spr�ng and summer on the Earth; and half of the year w�th Hades,

wh�ch shapes the seasons autumn and w�nter. Although th�s story predom�nantly ampl�f�es the old

not�on of seasons �n Greek soc�ety, �t �s also an apt dep�ct�on of the �dea of belong�ng as the devot�on of

Persephone to both her mother and the underworld demonstrates an �nnate and grown sense of home

and loyalty, wh�ch, from th�s v�ew, �s closely related to belong�ng.  

 

However, what �s belong�ng and what makes �t have such a tremendous �nfluence on human be�ngs?

The concept of belong�ng stems var�ous �nqu�r�es and d�lemmas �n soc�et�es due to be�ng an essent�al

part of the human d�spos�t�on, wh�ch w�ll be further d�scussed �n the subsequent parts of th�s wr�t�ng. 

To exempl�fy the quandar�es on belong�ng, wh�le ph�losophers such as John Locke and Thomas Hobbes

argued that l�v�ng �n commun�t�es meant an �nev�table loss of freedom due to laws and regulat�ons;

Jean-Jaques Rousseau was well known for oppos�ng th�s v�ew by suggest�ng that �t was poss�ble to

rema�n free desp�te the laws and constra�nts of be�ng a part of a soc�ety. There was an add�t�on to the

cla�m of Hobbes and Locke, however: They d�dn’t know a way to escape from the commune l�fe as �t was

also a defence mechan�sm and �nd�spensable. See�ng th�s, Notw�thstand�ng the aforement�oned cla�ms,

I would l�ke to suggest that th�s controversy should be scrut�n�sed �n another d�mens�on, wh�ch w�ll

shape the pr�mary quest�on of th�s wr�t�ng: ‘Is �t poss�ble not to belong?’ 

Some other �nqu�r�es to be made through th�s d�rect�on would be: ‘Doesn’t not belong�ng mean that you

belong to the concept of not belong�ng and that you st�ll have to belong to the �deology of not

belong�ng?’ and ‘If the sense of belong�ng �s a knot wouldn’t endeavour�ng to get r�d of �t further tangle

the knot, wh�ch w�ll make �t �mposs�ble for us to escape alongs�de hurt�ng us?’. To answer all of these

quest�ons and many more, our f�rst step should, �ndub�tably, be determ�n�ng what the concept of

belong�ng means. Accord�ng to the Cambr�dge D�ct�onary, there are two denotat�ons of the verb ‘to

belong’, wh�ch are: 

 

1. to be �n the r�ght place or a su�table place, 

2. to feel happy or comfortable �n a s�tuat�on. 
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Not d�sagree�ng w�th these def�n�t�ons ent�rely, I would l�ke to extend the g�ven statements to �nclude

the base of the sense of belong�ng: a consc�ous and unconsc�ous un�son of �deolog�es. Th�s helps us th�nk

of some answers to the prev�ous quest�ons. As not belong�ng also means com�ng under a certa�n

�deology, �t must be �mposs�ble for us not to belong as long as we have our free w�ll, and as w�th

belong�ng comes a feel�ng of comfort, we w�ll always want to or w�ll have no cho�ce but to belong.  

 

Subsequently, hav�ng come up w�th a poss�ble answer to our �n�t�al �nqu�ry of what belong�ng �s and

some related quest�ons, I would l�ke to �nv�te you to focus on someth�ng that m�ght be cons�dered to be

off the beaten track for the not�on ph�losophy by comb�n�ng th�s d�sc�pl�ne w�th sc�ent�f�c d�sc�pl�nes to

f�nd out what �s beh�nd the not�on of belong�ng. S�mply put, I w�ll �nv�te you to scrut�n�se th�s concept

from the perspect�ve of mathemat�c�ans, phys�c�ans and chem�sts to further comprehend the behav�our

of nature to help us to come to a conclus�on about ourselves although most of our approach w�ll be

metaphor�cal for human soc�et�es. 

 

In�t�ally, an apt metaphor for the �dea of belong�ng or not belong�ng �n humans would be Isaac Newton's

law of �nert�a. Accord�ng to Newton, an object would always want to preserve �ts �n�t�al state. If the object

�s at rest, �t w�ll try to rema�n at rest and �f �t �s mov�ng w�th constant veloc�ty, �t w�ll cont�nue �ts

movement w�thout accelerat�on. The only way to change th�s cycle would be a force act�ng on the object

to change the net force, total force, from zero. In our case, the �n�t�al state of the object would be

belong�ng. However, the force act�ng on �t doesn’t necessar�ly �nd�cate not belong�ng. On the contrary, �t

means acqu�r�ng a new state, wh�ch means a new sense of belong�ng. See�ng th�s, you may real�se that

the only equ�valent of not belong�ng or not hav�ng a state �n the un�verse means not hav�ng a presence

�n nature. Th�s also appl�es �n human soc�et�es purely because of the fact that a person w�ll belong to a

m�nor�ty or major�ty group depend�ng on the�r not�ons or moral values. Even people deemed to

contrad�ct all humanly �deolog�es may feel a sense of belong�ng to a place or for anyth�ng and cont�nue

the�r movement towards that d�rect�on or rema�n �n the place where they feel belonged. G�ven th�s,

although the d�rect�on and the place of belong�ng may change, there �s no force that can term�nate the

sense of belong�ng �n humans w�thout affect�ng the�r presence, wh�ch �nd�cates that not belong�ng may

not be a part of the un�verse. 



The reader m�ght suggest that not belong�ng actually means �nd�v�dual�ty and be�ng out of the bubbles

created by soc�et�es. Desp�te not be�ng completely wrong, not belong�ng, �n th�s case, would be not

belong�ng to a dynam�c. Even �f a person doesn’t always pursue a prev�ously determ�ned path as seen �n

the prev�ous example of �nert�a, however, �t may not be poss�ble for humans not to belong. Th�s may be

exempl�f�ed by the behav�our of electrons expla�ned by He�senberg’s uncerta�nty pr�nc�ple. Accord�ng to

He�senberg, as electrons don’t move �n a part�cular way, �t �sn’t poss�ble to determ�ne the�r prec�se

pos�t�on (x) or momentum (p). Th�s, however, doesn’t show that they don’t belong to a dynam�c.

Accord�ng to quantum mechan�cs, there are orb�tals where electrons are thought to be located most of

the t�me �n a certa�n harmony accord�ng to the�r energy levels. L�kew�se, people who cla�m to have the�r

�nd�v�dual�ty because of the�r un�que and unparalleled behav�our are not away from the sense of

belong�ng, �t �s just a natural sense of deny�ng, wh�ch also comes from the concept of belong�ng. Th�s �s

because, everyone has certa�n energy levels, not�ons, wh�ch keep them �n the�r orb�tals. 

 

Furthermore, we l�ve �n a world of juxtapos�t�ons, wh�ch means that there are the same and the d�fferent.

Accord�ng to Ar�stotle’s law of �dent�ty �n log�c, ‘Everyth�ng �s the same as �tself and d�fferent from

another’ so �f ‘x’ �s expressed to be �dent�cal to ‘y’, every statement made w�th ‘x’ w�ll be val�d for ‘y’ w�th

the same mean�ng and anyth�ng that �s not equal to ‘x’ w�ll be d�fferent. The sense of belong�ng may

separate people from each other, however, �t may help them feel a sense of fam�l�ar�ty as well. Th�s �s

because of the fact that people who don’t belong to a group may be a part of the ‘other’ group, wh�ch, �n

fact, �s not a bad th�ng as �t �s closely related to the d�spos�t�on of humans. The th�ng that doesn’t take

part �n th�s system, once aga�n, �s not belong�ng because no matter what we do, there w�ll always be the

not�on of ‘us’ w�thout, wh�ch we w�ll be undef�nable.  

 

Consequently, the ones who don’t cla�m themselves to belong to a certa�n part of the un�verse w�ll be

the ones who belong to the group of not belong�ng, wh�ch w�ll make them the ones who belong, and

even sc�ence can’t prove otherw�se. Everyth�ng �n nature has a sense of �dent�ty and harmony and we are

obl�ged to belong w�th every morsel of flesh �n our blood because not belong�ng �s the th�ng that doesn’t

belong to us. 
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