
Such a lovely day at Aeaea. The secluded �sland where p�gs roam around and where b�rds ch�rp louder

than usual. The beaut�ful �sland that �s home to the free sp�r�ted, powerful enchantress C�rce. However

was C�rce always known to be a powerful enchantress? No, not unt�l she stopped belong�ng to her past

roots. C�rce �s the daughter of the t�tan sun god, Hel�os and an ocean�d Perse. C�rce was born to a fam�ly

of form�dable sorceresses. Th�s led to many expectat�ons surround�ng her b�rth but w�th great

expectat�ons d�sappo�ntment was �nev�table. C�rce was a blank canvas. In fact she seemed so blank that

everyone called her a nymph, she was nameless unt�l people real�zed her vo�ce was d�fferent compared

to the gods. Hence, she was called C�rce after wh�ch the Greek or�g�n stands for b�rd. That’ s what they

compared her vo�ce to. Unl�ke her s�bl�ngs C�rce was a loner who d�dn’t get qu�te a lot of attent�on

because she seemed to lack powers. She was no spec�al, only her fam�ly was. Th�s led to C�rce be�ng

desperate for love. So, �t was no surpr�se see�ng her fall �n love w�th a mortal. C�rce was ready to do

everyth�ng for h�m. Even cry�ng wh�le hold�ng h�m so that he could be a god. It worked! Glaucus was now

the prophet�c god of the sea. Everyone around her seemed to be so pleased by th�s s�tuat�on. Of course,

they were not pleased because C�rce d�d �t; they were pleased to welcome a new god. And when that

new god fell �n love w�th another nymph, C�rce acted out on jealousy. She turned that nymph, Scylla, �nto

a two headed monster. Now, C�rce was recogn�sed. W�th her env�ous act, Zeus felt threatened and

dec�ded to send C�rce to an �sland where she would spend the rest of her l�fe. She had to cut all t�es w�th

her past. She no longer belonged to her older �dent�ty; she was no longer someone un�mportant.

Because she s�mply d�d not have to belong. She d�scovered her powers and became the enchantress we

recogn�se today; the enchantress who turned Odysseus’ men �nto p�gs. What �f C�rce had stayed where

she was born? Would we st�ll recogn�se her as the powerful enchantress? No, we really wouldn’t. Back

when C�rce belonged to her past, the l�fe where she d�dn’t have any powers and wasn’t a spec�al ch�ld,

she would hopelessly try to f�t �n. She would �mag�ne how she could also be powerful l�ke her s�bl�ngs and

that would br�ng great del�ght for her. As soon as she stopped belong�ng she found herself, her powers

and her glory. Belong�ng for her was restr�ct�ve and much l�ke her for humans, belong�ng �s restr�ct�ve

too. (M�ller, 2019) 
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On february 6th Turkey got woken up by a 7.8 magn�tude earthquake follow�ng a second 7.6 magn�tude

earthquake. Ten total c�t�es were affected lead�ng to many d�splaced. These d�splaced people, much l�ke

C�rce, couldn’t dec�de aga�nst �t. They d�dn’t want to leave the places they belonged to but d�d they have

a cho�ce? Could they st�ll belong to the collapsed area, espec�ally s�nce they have a l�fe to keep l�v�ng?

Th�s �s one of the many negat�ve effects belong�ng man�fests �nto our da�ly l�ves. Let’s th�nk about all the

d�splaced people; most of them are feel�ng stuck and hopeless. All these people are people who lost the�r

l�ves. That’s because they belonged there. If they d�dn’t belong somewhere would they st�ll struggle

bu�ld�ng a new l�fe after the earthquake? Yes, they probably would when we cons�der the fact that they

lost the�r fam�ly but leav�ng a whole c�ty beh�nd would not be an �ssue when they d�d not have to belong

there. When the Syr�an c�v�l war broke out many Syr�ans �mm�grated to Turkey. S�nce the ten c�t�es that

are affected by the earthquake are closer to the Syr�an border a lot of Syr�ans got placed there. Hatay, a

c�ty also affected by the earthquake, was one of those c�t�es Syr�ans refuged to. The est�mated numbers

for the refugees pass m�ll�ons. Therefore when there’s too many people com�ng to a country �ts hard to

keep track of the bad people. These bad people were the ones who comm�tted cr�mes here; they robbed

and damaged propert�es wh�le also creat�ng danger for women. These people were not bad because

they were Syr�an, there def�n�tely are s�m�lar people �n Turkey. But the m�ll�ons refug�ng to Turkey was

already a tough th�ng to accept by the people of Turkey. So when the news broke about some of these

Syr�an people comm�tt�ng cr�mes everyone labeled the rest of the people as “bad” and that they’re

br�ng�ng danger to Turkey. Innocent refugees also got d�scr�m�nated aga�nst and hate cr�med. Would

they st�ll get treated the same way �f they d�dn’t belong to the refugee label? Unfortunately, there’s no

way to get r�d of belong�ng. Belong�ng, �n the most general way, starts b�olog�cally but �n our world

there’s also a second type of belong�ng wh�ch �s psycholog�cal. Belong�ng to a culture, an ethn�c root, a

rel�g�on and belong�ng to many other th�ngs �n l�fe br�ng great psycholog�cal rel�ef to humans. We can

see that belong�ng br�ngs commun�t�es together but �t also separates the d�fferent commun�t�es. Us

humans do not know where to draw the l�ne somet�mes, and w�th belong�ng, we never knew and the

human race never learnt to draw the l�ne. Belong�ng �n our world could have had much more pos�t�ve

effects �f we knew how to l�ve w�th �t correctly. It’s never too late to learn someth�ng, espec�ally �f �t can

br�ng great comfort. Now �s the t�me to get r�d of our walls and learn how to belong to the world. Now �s

the t�me to act, for a better future for all! 
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